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Dr. Michael R. Mabe

I am pleased to announce that the Chesterfield County Public
Library (CCPL) has been named the Virginia Library Association (VLA)
2021 Virginia Public Library of the Year. This award recognizes a Virginia library for
distinguished achievement in service. CCPL was named because of our exceptional
efforts to refocus services and connect with community partners during a global crisis.
With only 35% of our staff active, we had to rethink what library services meant in the
time of the pandemic. By prioritizing community needs and streamlining processes, we
were able to keep services patron-focused with curbside services for material and callcenters for questions and virtual learning efforts, as well as assisting various community
partners with blood drives, early voting efforts, and medication disposal and Narcan
training. Staff and leadership actions ultimately allowed us to break down barriers,
connect with the community, and support our colleagues in a time of great uncertainty.
This honor also acknowledges that we are a forward-thinking library system with a
passion for providing access to information, facilitating engaging customer experiences,
and enriching lives in innovative ways. I congratulate all CCPL staff and leaders
responsible for this honor who represent excellence in library service.

Self-checkout stations
Self-checkout kiosks have been installed at all library locations.
They will be online in late August or early September. Check out
and renew materials, pay fines, view your account and more!

Features
Introducing Enterprise, CCPL’s new online library catalog!
Starting late-August, visit CCPL’s new
Enterprise site to search for items,
place holds and check your account,
just like you’re used to. We’re excited
to introduce several new features:
• Log in to your CCPL account
with just your library card number
and pin

ve
NEW Interacti
Kids Catalog!

• Keep a record of all your
previous checkouts
• See your physical checkouts and
your e-checkouts all in one place
• Link accounts- parent and child
accounts can be tied together for
easy access, all from one login

library.chesterfield.gov/catalog-info

• New interactive Kids Catalogbrowse the collection using kid
friendly categories like Animals,
Science or Spooky Things!

N E WS FROM FR I E N DS

50

YEARS

O F CHE S T ER FIELD COUN T Y PUBLI C LIBR ARY
50th Anniversary Celebration

The Friends are planning to wrap up the 50th Anniversary
year with a celebration in October! For more information
about this event and other news from the Friends, including
membership information, visit the Friends' website
www.ChesterfieldFriends.org, sign up for the FREE
newsletter, and follow the Friends on social media.

A Visit with Nick Bruel

On May 20, the Friends hosted
a virtual event with Nick Bruel,
author and illustrator of the
“Bad Kitty” series. He delighted
attendees by reading his newest
book "Bedtime for Bad Kitty,"
sharing drawing lessons and
answering audience questions.
Visit www.chesterfieldfriends.org/
past-events/ to view the event.

UPDATES ABOUT BOOK SALES!
The Friends will hold a special book sale,
featuring history, military history, and
hardcover fiction books.

BOOK
SALES
ARE BACK
!

Central Library (7501 Lucy Corr Blvd.)
Thursday, Aug. 26 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 27
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday, Aug. 28 10 a.m.-5 p.m.

Central Friends Fall Book Sale is back!

All categories will be available at affordable prices. Bring your
bags or boxes and stock up!
Central Library (7501 Lucy Corr Blvd.)
Thursday, Sept. 30 10 a.m.-6 p.m.
Friday, Oct.1
10 a.m.-5 p.m.
Saturday, Oct. 2
10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Look for in-library Friends 'book shops' near you!
Ongoing daily book sales have resumed at Central, Chester,
Ettrick-Matoaca, LaPrade, Meadowdale, Midlothian, and
North Courthouse Road libraries.

To learn more about these Friends events, visit www.ChesterfieldFriends.org or follow the Friends on Facebook (Facebook.com/
ChesterfieldFriends). While you’re there – don’t forget to subscribe to the free newsletter and join or renew your membership for 2021!
Programs are provided in partnership with the Friends of Chesterfield County Public Library.
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Cover Feature
2021 Virginia Library of the Year
New award recognizes CCPL staff commitment and innovation

Leadership
Top row: Jessica Gonzalez, Regional Manager;
Dr. Michael Mabe, Director; Barbara Ferrara,
Regional Manager. Seated: Carolyn Sears,
Assistant Director.

Chesterfield County Public Library is honored to be named Virginia Library Association’s
2021 Library of the Year. Despite the challenges presented in the past year, CCPL
acknowledges the contributions of all public libraries throughout Virginia that
continued to provide services, assistance and a connection for their communities.
Here at CCPL, the commitment of library staff and their desire to continue to offer
the highest quality customer service are what allowed the library to serve Chesterfield
County throughout the pandemic. Library staff continue to work diligently to determine
the needs of the community and to create services based on those needs. It is because
of innovative thinking and a commitment to serve Chesterfield County that CCPL was
chosen for this award.
Next time you visit a library or talk with staff on the phone, please take a moment
to congratulate library staff for being awarded Virginia Library Association’s 2021
Library of the Year. We’re certain they’ll enjoy sharing in the celebration with you.

Here are just a few examples of the commitment and
innovation exhibited in 2020:

Curbside
An efficient, easy, retail-style model
of curbside service rolled out within
the first week of closing to the public.
Customers said the service kept them
mentally strong, able to entertain
and educate themselves/families,
and offered respite from the chaos.

Learning Pods
Call Center

Staff developed the CCPL call center
to divert incoming phone calls from
customers to teleworking librarians.
This allows staff at the library locations
to focus on the needs and safety of the
customer in front of them.

Urban Library Council
Innovative Initiatives
Award–Honorable Mention

As schools closed and parents searched for
help, CCPL became a valuable resource for
education support. Staff created a space
reservation model that allowed “learning
pods” in the building starting at 7 a.m. to suit
the schedules of students and teachers who
needed quiet spaces, uninterrupted highspeed internet, and staff assistance.

cloudLibrary
Don't stand in line!
Check out library materials
using your phone!
Download the
cloudLibrary app today!

Beanstack
New for 2021 Summer Learning! Beanstack,
an app- and web-based service that provides
activities encouraging continued reading
and learning throughout the summer.
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Partnerships
Part of engaging with the community is working with other county departments,
agencies and organizations. CCPL provides access to meeting spaces, distribution
points for materials and information, and much more for partnering organizations.

Online and Outdoor
Story Times Since March 2020,

there have been over

42,000 story time
views, either virtually

or in-person.

CCPL, an active distribution
point for at-home drug disposal
kits, offered kits through
curbside pickup.

Chesterfield County’s Mental Health
Support Services (MHSS) foresaw a rise
in isolation-based drug use and asked to
conduct socially-distant Narcan training
and distribution in library parking lots.

A week after closing, CCPL launched the
popular Online Story Time series, providing
critical early literacy development and
allowing early learners to see their
favorite story time librarians.

MHSS’s Suicide Prevention and
Awareness Coalition partnered on
a six-month program to promote
positive mental health, hope,
resilience and connection.

CCPL hosted numerous American
Red Cross blood drives throughout
the year when other locations were
closed or unavailable.

Chesterfield County Registrar wanted to spread out
the impact of changes to early voting regulations
by using four libraries as early voting and absentee
ballot drop-off locations.

By summer 2020, librarians scheduled
outdoor, socially-distanced story time
sessions for children and families.

About CCPL
Chesterfield County Public Library (CCPL) is
a forward-thinking library system with a
passion for providing access to information,
facilitating engaging customer experiences,
and enriching lives in innovative ways. CCPL
consists of 10 libraries in a diverse community
of 352,000 residents. In March 2020, COVID
prompted radical fiscal measures in Chesterfield
County government, mandating most part-time
employees be furloughed. In a department with
approximately 65% part-time employees, this
radically impacted service delivery. Despite
significant staff reductions, CCPL began
planning for services that the community
most wanted and needed. Community
connections, data, and committed staff drove
library teams to redevelop services, policies
and practices that would remove barriers,
increase access, and allow for safe and effective
library services.

Programs are provided in partnership with the Friends of Chesterfield County Public Library.
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Check Us Out
Recently Read

Becca Kuhn
Selector, Collection Management

Nonfiction
Print

Romantic Suspense
Print

PROJECT 333: THE MINIMALIST
FASHION CHALLENGE THAT PROVES
LESS REALLY IS SO MUCH MORE
by Courtney Carver
Could you choose just 33 items in
your closet to wear for 3 months?
Courtney Carver’s exercise in shopping self-control transformed her
life into a decluttered and stressfree existence. Here, she describes
not only the Project 333 clothing
challenge, but how paring down
your belongings frees up more than
space in your closet and house. Take
back your free time, your money,
and your energy from your stuff! Her
perspective on minimalizing excess
is refreshing and this book is like a
warm invitation to bring calm to our
everyday routines and busy lives.

MIDNIGHT ON THE RIVER GREY
by Abigail Wilson
Who is the Midnight Devil, also
known as Mr. Lewis Browning and
the owner of Greybourne Hall? This
gothic tale follows Rebecca Hunter
to Mr. Browning’s country estate
looking for an explanation for her
brother’s mysterious death. Abigail
Wilson weaves historical elements
and romance into the suspense and
draws strong characters (both male
and female) in a Regency setting.
Even with a sinister atmosphere of
murder and espionage, her writing
keeps the story light enough to enjoy
and well-paced enough to keep readers
engaged. It is a satisfying mix of
tension, intrigue, and love.

Historical and
Religious Fiction
Print

Nonfiction
Print
Audiobook (CD)
E-audiobook
E-book

Romance
Print
E-book
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THE LADY AND THE OFFICER
by Mary Ellis
During the Civil War, Madeline Howard
meets Union General James Downing
just before the Battle of Gettysburg.
During the battle, she saves the life of
Confederate Colonel Elliot Haywood,
whom she meets again when she
flees to Richmond, Virginia for the
remainder of the war. With family
and pieces of her heart on both sides,
Madeline must discover where her love
and loyalties lie. Mary Ellis excellently
portrays wartime life for civilians and
how they struggled amid mounting
casualties, encroaching lines of battle,
and diminishing food, supplies, and
daily comforts.

WHY WE SLEEP: UNLOCKING THE
POWER OF SLEEP AND DREAMS
by Matthew P. Walker, PhD
There is no pill for perfect wellness,
but sleep’s critical role in our health is
finally given prominent attention by
sleep expert Matthew Walker. He clearly
explains how sleep resets all the body’s
systems and provides the healing state
needed for maintenance, regulation,
and repair of cells, emotions, memories,
hormones, metabolism, muscles, and
more. While exposing the devastating
effects of inadequate or unsound sleep,
the book’s tone remains positive to
the boundless benefits of good rest.
Better than a pill, sleep is an essential
foundation for healthy bodies and
healthy minds.

SEVEN YEARS TO SIN
by Sylvia Day
On the eve of her wedding, Lady
Jessica Sheffield catches her fiancé’s
friend Alistair Caulfield in a steamy
scene that ignites passionate dreams.
Seven years later, Jessica meets Alistair
again and learns of the illicit thoughts
she aroused in him that memorable
night. Now they must decide if they
will make seven years of erotic dreams
and fantasy a reality. Sylvia Day’s
writing is highly sensual with titillating
romantic encounters. However, she
balances it with secondary characters
and storylines that keep the sizzle
from combusting and consuming the
main plot.

Changing Lives Through Adult Literacy
Do you read bestsellers and talk about them with your friends?
Are you ever struck by all the wonderful stories that non-readers
miss? You probably don’t stop to think about the fact that your
days are filled with the need to read printed words. But what if
you couldn’t read a letter from the IRS or use a keyboard to fill out
a job application? What if your doctor asked you to complete a
health history form? An estimated 20,000 adults in Chesterfield
County are unable to read well enough to do some of these
everyday tasks most of us don’t think twice about.
September 19-25 is Adult Education and Family Literacy Week.
International Literacy Day is celebrated on September 8. Kevin
Morgan, president and CEO of ProLiteracy, says “Each year, low
literacy costs the U.S. billions in health care, unemployment and
corrections. With adequate resources, we will see a positive return
on investment for a multitude of social issues.” He goes on to say
“More than 43 million adults in the U.S. cannot read, write or do
basic math above a third-grade level.”
The READ Center is the premier provider of adult literacy services
in central Virginia. Their staff have trained CCPL librarians to administer
assessments to adults and then provide them with individual
tutoring at a CCPL library. The READ Center and Chesterfield
County Public Library have partnered together to address low
literacy in the county. Our collaboration provides multiple ways
for low literacy adults to increase reading skills and, ultimately,
improve their lives and those of their families. This joint project
was funded in part by a Believe in Reading literacy grant, which
is providing curriculum materials that students can write in and
keep for themselves, as well as lesson plans and reference
materials. To give the gift of literacy, call the READ Center at
804-288-9930 or visit readcenter.org to volunteer as a tutor or
refer someone for literacy assistance. You can help change a life.

43

MILLION

More than 43 million adults
in the United States cannot read,
write or do basic math above a
third grade level.
Adult Literacy in the United States (2019, July).
www.proliteracy.org/About/News/Article/673

TAKE  MAKE



Available at any CCPL location,
Sept. 11-Nov. 19, while supplies last.

Programs are provided in partnership with the Friends of Chesterfield County Public Library.
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CCPL's Makerspace Measures Beyond Chesterfield
Afi is from Togo, a country in West
Africa officially known as the Togolese
Republic. She and her husband came to
America to be with her son, a member of
the U.S. military. She has been a resident
of Chesterfield County since 2017. She
can only speak her village dialect and
does not know how to read or write.
In 2021, Afi received a sewing
machine for Mother’s Day. While she has
done a lot of sewing throughout her life,
she is not familiar with American sewing
machines and did not know how to
operate her new one.
Fortunately, Afi’s daughter-in-law
had learned that the Chesterfield County
Public Library (CCPL) has makerspaces,
collaborative workspaces where
customers can make and learn while
sharing tools and equipment. She called
the Ettrick-Matoaca Library which has
two sewing machines. She learned that
librarians are available by appointment to
work one-on-one to help someone reach
a goal. So she set up an appointment
to have someone help her mother get
comfortable with the sewing machine.

Development
S E R V I C E S

Coming this Fall to
the Perkinson Center
Things are really heating up at The
Perkinson Center for Arts and Education.
We are thrilled to announce our partnerships with Broken Leg Theater, The
Illuminated Stage Theatre Company,
Kadencia Orchestra and Pearl St Comedy
and are excited to share our stage with
them in the months to come.
In addition to these highlighted
events, keep a lookout for upcoming
opportunities to explore, imagine and
create as the Perkinson Center introduces
new educational offerings showcasing a
variety of disciplines such as dance,
music, theatre and visual arts in our
state-of-the-art education center. Visit
PerkinsonCenter.org and join our mailing
list to receive updates on upcoming shows,
ticket information and educational
opportunities.
7 | Loud & Clear Fall 2021

Jackie Downs, Assistant Branch
Manager at the Ettrick-Matoaca Library,
developed a lesson plan to teach Afi the
basics of using her sewing machine. They
went over the fundamentals of using the
machine including all the parts of the
machine and all it could do. Afi picked
up on the machine quickly and practiced
everything she learned. By the end of the
lesson she had altered a blouse.
Jackie provided additional resources
for Afi and her husband that were written in
French, since that is their native language,
and her husband can read them for her.
She also recommended looking for any
sewing instructional DVDs with an option
to select French narration, as a visual and
auditory learning option.
The two scheduled a follow up
appointment to test Afi on the new skills
and introduce to her the special features
of the sewing machine. Jackie also plans to
create a list of sewing materials and tools
Afi can purchase that will help her practice
more advanced sewing machine skills.
This is just the beginning of Afi’s
lifelong learning journey in the library

and we hope to connect her with
resources and services to help her learn
English and learn to read and write. Afi
plans to return to Togo and will teach
her daughters how to use the sewing
machine. They will improve their own
sewing skills which will help to improve
their financial stability in Togo.

CCPL Development Services
chooseCCPL@chesterfield.gov
804-717-6696

Sept. 2 Tom Mindte and Friends*
Sept. 3 Sonic Butterfly
Sept. 7-9 Pearl St Comedy Festival
Sept. 10-Oct. 24 Terry Lacy:
Contemporary Realism – Gallery Show
Sept. 17-Oct. 3 “Every Brilliant Thing,”
presented by The Illuminated Stage
Theatre Company
Oct. 7 Kadencia Orchestra
Oct. 9 Bindlestiff Family Cirkus
Oct. 14 Alex Caton and Jordan Perry*

11810 Centre St., Chester, VA
www.perkinsoncenter.org

Nov. 19-Dec. 5 “Six Dance Lessons in
Six Weeks,” presented by The Illuminated
Stage Theatre Company
Nov.-Dec. Ed Hatch: Fine Oils –
Gallery Show
*Part of the free CCPL/Perkinson Center
Acoustic Concert Series

Oct. 29-Nov. 7 “The Addams Family
Musical,” presented by Broken Leg
Theater
Nov. 3 Lynne Koplitz, presented by
Pearl St Comedy
Nov. 10 Ragged Mountain String Band*

SONIC BUTTERFLY

Fall Book Groups

Bon Air Bookies

Third Wednesdays, 5:30-6:30 p.m.
Sept. 15
The Giver of Stars, by Jojo Moyes
Oct. 20
Varina, by Charles Frazier
Nov. 17
Dear Edward, by Ann Napolitano

Central Library Between the Covers

Fourth Mondays, 1-2 p.m.
This book discussion will take place over Zoom.
Please email centrallibrary@chesterfield.gov
for more information and Zoom invitation.
Sept. 27
The Dutch House, by Ann Patchett
Oct. 25
A Piece of the World, by Christina Baker
Nov. 22
Unsheltered, by Barbara Kingsolver

Chester Choices

First Wednesdays, 11 a.m.-noon
To join this book group, contact Joe
Maiorana at maioranaj@chesterfield.gov.
Sept. 1
Eleanor Oliphant is Completely Fine,
by Gail Honeyman
Oct. 6
The Nickel Boys, by Colson Whitehead
Nov. 3
Jane Eyre, by Charlotte Bronte

Clover Hill Critics

Third Fridays, 11 a.m.-noon
To join this book group, contact Lynde
Roberts at robertsly@chesterfield.gov.
Sept. 17
Library of Lost Things, by Laura Taylor Namey
Oct. 15
This Tender Land, by William Kent Kruger
Nov. 19
The Giver of Stars, by Jojo Moyes

LaPrade BookThink

First Mondays, 2:30-3:30 p.m.
This book discussion will take place over Google
Meet. Please visit our event calendar to register.
Sept. 13
Landline, by Rainbow Rowell
Oct. 4
Transcription, by Kate Atkinson
Nov. 1
The Sympathizer, by Viet Thanh Nguyen

Meadowdale Page Turners

Second Fridays, 9:30-10:30 a.m. (Zoom) and
11 a.m.-noon (in person)
To join this book group, contact Pam White at
whiteps@chesterfield.gov.
Sept. 10
Tony’s Wife, by Adriana Trigiani
Oct. 8
The Authenticity Project, by Clare Pooley
Nov. 12
Still Life, by Louise Penny

Midlothian Book Discussion

Wednesdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
To join this group, contact Cindy Arnold at
arnoldcy@chesterfield.gov.
Sept. 22
The Water Dancer, by Ta-Nehisi Coates
Oct. 27
The Sun Does Shine: How I Found Life and Freedom
on Death Row, by Anthony Ray Hinton
Nov. 17
Searching for Sylvie Lee, by Jean Kwok

North Courthouse Road By the Book
1-2 p.m.
To join this group, contact Michelle Taylor at
taylorm@chesterfield.gov.
Sept. 9 (Thursday)
No One is Coming to Save Us, by Stephanie
Powell Watts
Oct. 14 (Thursday)
H is for Hawk, by Helen Macdonald
Nov. 10 (Wednesday)
The Water Dancer, by Ta-Nehisi Coates

Virtually Virginia Book Club

Second Tuesdays, 10:30-11:30 a.m.
Join this virtual book club with a focus on books
written by Virginia authors or that have a Virginia
setting or theme. Books will explore Virginia
history, society, and culture. For adults. This book
discussion will take place over Zoom. Contact
Julie Grimes at grimesj@chesterfield.gov. to join
this book group.
Sept. 14
The Good, the Bad and the Emus, by Donna Andrews
Oct. 12
Chesapeake Requiem: A Year with the Watermen
of Vanishing Tangier Island, by Earl Swift
Nov. 9
The Sixth Man, by David Baldacci

Programs are provided in partnership with the Friends of Chesterfield County Public Library.
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PLEASE NOTE: Programs and dates are subject to change. For more
information on attending events, visit library.chesterfield.gov/events
to access the event calendar or call 804-751-CCPL (2275) for assistance.

Registration may be required. Please visit library.chesterfield.gov/events to view our event calendar and to register.

KIDS AND FAMILIES

AN I C H
IS P

H

Enon Library, Aug. 21-Sept. 10

En ol
ñ
s
E pa

NT H

Enon StoryWalk®

Take a stroll while reading “The Emu That Laid the Golden Egg” by Yvonne Morrison.
There’s a surprise at the end of the StoryWalk®! After your walk, come inside the
library to meet, and suggest a name for, Enon’s new emu mascot!

TAGE

MO

ER I

Registrati
on
Required

El Gigante Egoista (The Selfish Giant)
El Gigante Egoista (The Selfish Giant) is a Spanish language retelling of the classic
tale by Oscar Wilde. A very selfish giant builds a wall around his garden to keep out
the town’s children but in doing so plunges his garden into an endless winter.
This virtual performance combines storytelling, music, and object puppetry.
Performed in Spanish with English subtitles. Available for 30 days after premiere
date. Ages 6 and up.

Spin, Pop, and Boom! with Mad Science
Watch a Mad Scientist defy gravity in this energetic and spectacular special event.
Children will be enthralled by the exotic sounds of the didgeridoo and amazed by
an explosion of Mad Science foam. Available on YouTube for 7 days after premiere
date. Registration begins Aug. 21. Ages 7 and up.

Virtual, Saturday, Sept. 4, 10:30-11:30 a.m.

Virtual, Wednesday, Sept. 15, 10:30-11 a.m.
Scavenger Hunt

Be a library detective! Drop in for a scavenger hunt in Meadowdale Library and the
garden. For kids of all ages.

Meadowdale Library, Sept. 18-Oct. 9
Registrati
on
Required

Juggling and Tricks with Jonathan Austin
The Amazing Jonathan Austin bring his fantastic juggling, magic, jokes and storytelling show to CCPL! Jonathan has performed at The White House, The Kennedy
Center, Walt Disney World and New York City’s Central Park. His sense of humor and
engaging personality brings fun and excitement to kids of all ages. Please visit
library.chesterfield.gov/events or call 804-751-CCPL (2275) for more information.

A Visit with Joan Waites
Author-Illustrator Joan Waites will read her latest picture book, A Purr-Fect Painting:
Matisse's Other Great Cat, which introduces children to the art of Henri Matisse
through the eyes of his beloved cat LaPuce. Participants do a fun craft based on the
theme of the book. Available for 30 days after premiere date. Registration begins
Sept. 4. Ages 5-8.

Virtual, Saturday, Sept. 18, 10:30-11:15 a.m.

I Spy Early Literacy Trail

Look up, look down, look all around while walking this Fantasy and Fairy Tales
I Spy trail! Visit the trails from dawn to dusk for this self-guided learning and
walking adventure! For all ages.

LaPrade Library, Sept. 10-24
Matoaca Park, Oct. 1-15 (19900 Halloway Ave.)
Outdoor Story Time at LaPrade Library

Join us for an outdoor story time. Bring a blanket or towel to sit on. Ages 2-5.
Registration required and begins two weeks before each session.

Tuesdays, Sept. 14 and 28; Oct. 12 and 19, 10:30-11 a.m.
9 | Loud & Clear Fall 2021

Fire Safety Early Literacy Trail
Our trail will teach you how to be safe and feature
exercises that real firefighters do.
Kick-off Saturday, Sept. 18, 10:30-11:30 a.m.,
with Clover, the Arson Detection K-9 and her
handler Lt. Shedd.

North Courthouse Road Library,
Sept. 18-Oct. 2

Library programs, events, and activities are photographed or videoed for promotional purposes
or to document library activities. Notify library staff if you prefer not to be photographed.

Programs are in person unless otherwise noted.
Registrati
on
Required

Celebrate StoryWalk® Week!
Nov. 15-19

Join CCPL in recognition of Let’s Move in Libraries
and the Association of Bookmobile and Outreach
Services’s StoryWalk® Week. Families with young
children will enjoy three unique early literacy trails
at three unique locations. Drop by any of these
three locations from dawn to dusk for a self-guided
reading and walking fun!

Virtual Programs with the Virginia Living Museum
Join us for three fun programs with the Virginia Living Museum. Grades K-8.
Available on YouTube for 7 days after premiere date. Registration begins two weeks
before each program. All three programs are virtual.
Reptile Lifestyle–Learn about different kinds of reptiles and their lifestyles—
where they live, what they eat, how they survive and more! Have the opportunity to
meet some amazing reptiles as well!
Virtual, Saturday, Sept. 25, 10:30-11:15 a.m.
Animals of Lore and Legend–Gather around and listen to the lore behind some of
your favorite animals. Learn why these animals are spectacular, not spooky!
Virtual, Saturday, Oct. 16, 10:30-11:15 a.m.
Wild in the Water–Celebrate animals that live in the water by learning about
different water animals and their adaptations.
Virtual, Saturday, Nov. 20, 10:30-11:15 a.m.

Midlothian Mines Park
13301 N Woolridge Road,
Midlothian, VA
“Over in the Forest, Come and
Take a Peek” by Marianne Berkes
Ettrick-Matoaca Library
“A House for a Mouse”
Bensley Park
2900 Drewrys Bluff Road,
North Chesterfield, VA
“Dias y Dias” by Ginger
Foglesong Guy

Outdoor Story Time at Bon Air Library

Join us for an outdoor story time. Bring a blanket or towel to sit on. Ages 2-5.
Registration begins two weeks before each session.

Saturday, Sept. 25, 10:30-11:15 a.m. (Rain date Oct. 2)
Thursday, Oct. 28, 6:15-7 p.m. (Rain date Nov. 4)
The Power of Air Around Us

Can you build a car powered by air? Can you blow up a balloon with Pop Rocks? Learn
about the power of the air all around us. Grades K-5. Registration begins Sept. 18.

Clover Hill Library, Saturday, Oct. 2 11 a.m.-noon (rain date Oct. 16)
Registrati
on
Required

Bar C Ranch Virtual Petting Zoo(m)
Take an interactive tour with Bar C Ranch around their farm, meeting a variety
of small animals and learning more about each. Meet critters like Gepetto, the
pygmy/fainting goat, Roofus or Khloe the red kangaroos, or Harvey, the Patagonia
Mara. Registration beings Sept. 25. Ages 5 and up.

Join us for some in-person drop-ins!
Forest Animal See and Touch
Monday, Nov. 15, 2-3:30 p.m.
Midlothian Mines Park
13301 N Woolridge Road, Midlothian, VA
Come explore the world of forest animals and
their habitats with turtle shells, snake skins and
other forest animal-related items. Co-hosted with
Rockwood Nature Center.
Make a Mouse!
Nov. 15-20
Ettrick-Matoaca Library
Does your house have a mouse? Drop in any time
all week to make a tiny mouse craft to take home!
Fall Apple Craft Time
Monday, Nov. 15, 1-2:30 p.m.
Bensley Park Recreation Center
2900 Drewrys Bluff Road, North Chesterfield, VA
Stroll through the park to view a bilingual StoryWalk® celebrating the seasons of the year, then
join us around the table to create your own special
apple-stamp craft. Have an apple allergy? An
alternative craft will be provided.

Virtual, Saturday, Oct. 9, 6-6:45 p.m.

Programs are provided in partnership with the Friends of Chesterfield County Public Library.
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PLEASE NOTE: Programs and dates are subject to change. For more
information on attending events, visit library.chesterfield.gov/events
to access the event calendar or call 804-751-CCPL (2275) for assistance.

Registration may be required. Please visit library.chesterfield.gov/events to view our event calendar and to register.

KIDS AND FAMILIES

Registrati
on
Required

Outdoor Story Time at Meadowdale Library –
Pumpkin Patch

Celebrate fall at the Meadowdale library garden. We’ll read stories, learn about
the garden and decorate a pumpkin for you to take home. Ages 4-6. Registration
begins Sept. 25.

Saturday, Oct. 9, 10:30-11:15 a.m. (Rain date Oct. 16)

Fall Fairy Trails

CCPL's fairy trails are back in two locations! Each trail is different, so be sure to visit
both locations.

LaPrade Library and North Courthouse Road Library, Oct. 16-31

Registrati
on
Required

Shadow Puppet Show
Maggie and Dave don’t know what costumes to pick for Halloween. Explore with
them when they discover a large trunk filled with clothes and costumes. This
program will be available for 30 days after its premiere. Registration begins Oct.
16. Grades K-5.

Virtual, Saturday, Oct. 30, 10:30-11:15 a.m.

Music and Movement: Halloween Dance Party

Wear your Halloween costume and dance your way to mastering early literacy skills!
A blanket and/or lawn chair are recommended. Ages 2-5. Registration begins Oct. 12.

Clover Hill Library, Tuesday, Oct. 26, 10:30-11 a.m. and 4-4:30 p.m.

Little Hands ASL Story Time
Introduce your little one to the world of American Sign Language during these two
fun story time programs. Author and ASL Interpreter Kathy MacMillian will teach your
child signs for autumn in October and signs for food in November. A closed-captioned
recording will be available on YouTube for 7 days after premiere date. Registration
begins two weeks before each session. Ages birth-8.

Virtual, Wednesdays, Oct. 20 and Nov. 10, 10:30-11 a.m.

Registrati
on
Required

The Story Lady
Come celebrate fall with local author and storyteller, Ali Pfautz, The Story Lady.
This special story time offers stories, songs, and lots of fun. Story times will be held
outside. Ages 2-5.
Please visit library.chesterfield.gov/events or call 804-751-CCPL (2275) for
more information about this program.

Music and Movement: Harvest Dance Party
Victoria’s Kitchen Kid’s Cooking School
Learn the basics of baking and cooking during this two-part series with Victoria’s
Kitchen. This class is designed to meet Virginia SOLs and can help students better
understand health and wellness, science and mathematics. The Oct. 23 session will
offer gluten free and vegan recipes. Visit our event calendar for information on the
menus. Registration begins two weeks before each session. Ages 8 and up.

Virtual, Saturdays, Oct. 23 and Nov. 13, 11 a.m.-noon
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Join us for a fall harvest festival to dance, sing and listen to stories. A blanket and/or
lawn chair are recommended. Ages 2-5. Registration begins Nov. 2.

Clover Hill Library, Tuesday, Nov. 16, 10:30-11 a.m. and 4-4:30 p.m.

Library programs, events, and activities are photographed or videoed for promotional purposes
or to document library activities. Notify library staff if you prefer not to be photographed.

TEENS
Registrati
on
Required

Registrati
on
Required

Wave Motion Bottles

Cinemakidz: Graphic Design Class
Get ready for a crash course in the art of graphic design. This three-part class will
introduce the foundations of graphic design and give your teen a better understanding of basic techniques. Each participant will receive an art kit designed for
the class. Registration begins Aug. 28.

Enjoy super-sensory fun making your own ocean in a bottle. You'll take home the
soothing excitement of waves in your hand with this interactive project! Materials
provided. Just bring a curious mind. Registration begins Sept. 18.

Meadowdale Library, Saturday, Oct. 2, 2-3 p.m.

Virtual, Saturdays, Sept. 11, 18 and 25, 2-3 p.m.

Registrati
on
Required

Registrati
on
Required

Project LIT Book Discussion with Demetrius Frazier

Heat Press Vinyl T-shirts
Join us as we create transfer vinyl t-shirts made by you! We will guide you, start to
finish, and send you home with your cool, metallic print t-shirt. Materials, including
size M black t-shirts, will be provided. If you do not wear a size M, please bring a
new, plain black t-shirt in your size. Registration begins Sept. 11.

Chester Library, Saturday, Sept. 25, 2-3 p.m.

Featuring books from Project LIT, a national literacy movement committed to
increasing access to diverse books and promoting a love of reading. Discussions will
be facilitated by Demetrius Frazier, found of Black Men Read. Food and prizes for
attendees! A limited number of free copies of each discussions titles will be given to
attendees. Visit our event calendar for the October title. Registration begins Sept. 9.

Meadowdale Library, Thursday, Oct. 7 6:30-8 p.m.

C H E RI T

NT

H

Virtual Author Visit with Mark Oshiro

NI

E MO
AG

HISPA

Registrati
on
Required

Mark Oshiro, award-winning author of Anger Is A Gift, tells their story of overcoming
adversity as a teen to become an award-winning author. Registration begins Sept. 17.

ADULTS
Walking Club

Grab your walking shoes and join us at the library’s walking trail as part of your
fitness program or just to socialize and commune with nature.

North Courthouse Road Library, Thursdays, 11-11:45 a.m.
Sept. 2, 9, 16, 23 and 30; Oct. 7, 14, 21, 28; Nov. 4 and 18

Virtual, Friday, Oct. 1, 6-7 p.m.

Programs are provided in partnership with the Friends of Chesterfield County Public Library.
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PLEASE NOTE: Programs and dates are subject to change. For more
information on attending events, visit library.chesterfield.gov/events
to access the event calendar or call 804-751-CCPL (2275) for assistance.

Registration may be required. Please visit library.chesterfield.gov/events to view our event calendar and to register.
Registrati
on
Required

ADULTS
Registrati
on
Required

Making Resin Coasters with Josh Taylor
Mise En Place
Chef Christine Wansleben returns in this three-part series to teach the basics of
cooking. Cook along with Chef Wansleben or just watch her create a delicious new
dish. Visit our event calendar for information on the menus. Registration begins two
weeks before each session. Available for 30 days after premiere date.
Virtual, Thursdays, Sept. 16, Oct. 14 and Nov. 18, 7-8:30 p.m.

Curious about how to cast resin? Join our class and make your very own resin coaster.
Come to make a project, stay for the fun. Materials will be provided. Registration
begins Oct. 2.

North Courthouse Road Library, Saturday, Oct. 16, 2-3 p.m.

Registrati
on
Required

Registrati
on
Required

“Rising: Dispatches from the New
American Shore” A Discussion

Mandala Rocks with Josh Taylor

Rising: Dispatches From the New American Shore is the 2021 VCU Common Book selection. The program allows first-year students the opportunity to explore complex social
issues through an interdisciplinary lens. Join VCU's Thaddeus Fortney, Assistant Professor
with the Department of Focused Inquiry, in a virtual discussion. A limited number of
free copies of the book will be given to participants. Registration begins Aug. 28. On
Oct. 13, join the author, Elizabeth Rush, during VCU's free online discussion of the book.
Visit commonbook.vcu.edu/ for details on attending the virtual author event.

Join us as we create mandalas on one of the universe's oldest materials, river rocks. We
will take you step-by-step on your journey to create your very own masterpiece. Please
bring an apron or painting clothes to class. Materials will be provided. Registration
begins Oct. 23.

Bon Air Library, Saturday, Nov. 6, 2-3 p.m.

Registrati
on
Required

Virtual, Saturday, Sept. 25, 2-3 p.m.

Registrati
on
Required

Richmond Symphony School of Music
Virtual Tea Tasting
Enjoy this introduction to three popular teas. Learn how to brew and taste from
your tea teacher! Each participant will receive a package of different teas to try
during the program. Registration begins Sept. 23.

Virtual, Thursday, Oct. 7, 7-8 p.m.
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In this interactive 4-part course you will learn key skills to get more out of any concert
situation. Think of it as adding various filters to enhance certain aspects of the music.
RSO violinists Adrian Pintea and Ellen Cockerham Riccio will guide you through the
process of listening and draw out your reactions and impressions. All you'll need is a
notebook and a good pair of headphones! Registration begins Aug. 17.

Virtual, Tuesdays, Aug. 31; Sept. 28; Oct. 26; Nov. 30, 7-8 p.m.

Library programs, events, and activities are photographed or videoed for promotional purposes
or to document library activities. Notify library staff if you prefer not to be photographed.

fall
Acoustic Concert
series
At the Perkinson Center for
the Arts & Education

Tom Mindte and Friends

Chesterfield
Needlework
Friends

Knit, crochet, socialize and share
your techniques! All skill levels
welcome. This program takes
place over Zoom. Please email
CentralLibrary@chesterfield.gov
for more information about joining
and Zoom invitation.

Thursday, Sept. 2, 7-8:45 p.m.
Fast-picking old-time and bluegrass music.

Alex Caton and Jordan Perry

Thursday, Oct. 14, 7-8 p.m.
Appalachian and bluegrass music.

Second and fourth
Wednesdays, 1-2 p.m.
Sept. 8 and 22; Oct. 13 and 27;
Nov. 10

Ragged Mountain String Band

Wednesday, Nov. 10, 7-8 p.m.
Playing old-time Appalachian tunes and songs with a
modern day appeal and sensibility.

ONLINE

Registration is encouraged but not required. All of these free
concerts will take place at the newly opened Perkinson Center
for the Arts & Education (11810 Centre Street, Chester).
Visit library.chesterfield.gov/AcousticConcertSeries for
more information.

Visit library.chesterfield.gov/Story-Times for
the most recent information on story times.

Programs are provided in partnership with the Friends of Chesterfield County Public Library.
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QUIRK BOARD
HOLIDAY CLOSINGS
All library locations will be
closed in observance of:

LABOR DAY

MONDAY, SEPT. 6

VETERANS DAY
THURSDAY, NOV. 11

THANKSGIVING

Libraries will close at 5 p.m. on
Wednesday, Nov. 24, and remain
closed THURSDAY, NOV. 25-

FRIDAY, NOV. 26
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Programs are provided in partnership with the Friends of Chesterfield County Public Library.

